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ing is fo much admired-and fo little 
ghtood as Wit.. ce org that I 

written profeffedly upon it ; 
who make any ion 
a the Subject as it has acci- 























fake i Way, that too in little 
‘Raepciiections, or je general declamatory Flou- 
, Without entering into the Bottom of the 


ime. | hope therefore I {hall perform an accep- 
fo pap ay See Fico at large. 
Mmthis Subje& ; which (thall endeavour ‘to & 
‘Manner fuitable to, it, that I not incur the 
Cealur : which a famour Gritick befor 3.u one 
who had written a Treatife upon rhe Sublime in a 
iy vtdyeling Stile:- I intend to fay afide a 
le Week forthis U ing, that.the Scheme 
iy Thoughts may not be broken and-interrupt- 
it; and ‘I dare ptomife my felf, if my Readers 
we ewe eck’s Attention, that. this great 
uty Wi 


v eT 
ha I ey elle to ordinary Capacities ; but 
my Readers: meet with any Papef ‘that in fome 


Mite'thenifélves the next fall be much clearer. 
© As the great amd only End of thefe.my Speculati- 
‘Ons is to Canifh Vice and Ignorance oat .of the Ter- 


iting. It is with this View that Ihave cndea- 
toic-rmy Readers right im feveral Points re- 

(Ming to Operas and Tiagedies ; apd fhall from 
ine ta. Time impart my Notions of (Comedy, as I 
‘fhink they may tend to its Refinement‘and Perfedti- 
‘tn. find by my: Bookfeller that, thefe Papers of 
‘Rtiticifm, with that upon Humour, have met-with 
amote kind Reception than indeed I:could have 
pre for from fuch SubjeGs ; for which' Reafon 1 
all ‘erter upon my prefent Undertaking .with 


Were. to eftablifily: among us a Tafte of polite 


BSRRESSSPFASSSTRASHTAS STSAPSSSR RE SRAAS FE ESE SSS A 


d for the better by . 
endeavour to make - 


Pam of it May bea little out of their Reach, I. 
“Would not have them :difeouraged, for-they may af- .. 


fitories of Great Britain, I:fhall endeavour 4s much. 


> 


thofe antiquated Modes of ‘Witthat have been long 
exploded out of the Common-wealth of Letters. 
e were feveral Satyrs and Panegyricks hanged 
about in Acroftick, by which. Means’ fome, of ‘the. 
moft arrant undifputed Blockheads about the Town 
began to. entertain ambitious Thoughtgs" and. to fet 
up for polite Authors. <I fhall therefore defctibe at 
length thofe many Arts of falfe Wit; in which a 
Writer does not fhew himfelf a Man of a beautifal 
Genius, but of great Induftry..»  -) ; 
The fart Species of falfe Wit which I have met 
_With is very venerable for its Antiquity, and has’ 
produced feveral Pieces which have Tee Very near 
as long as the Ilied it elf: I mean thafe fort . Posi 
ems printed among the minor Greek Poets, which 
_tefemble the. Figure of an Ege, a Pair of Wi 
am Ax, a Shephard’s Pipe, an Altar... As for 
the firft, it is ‘alittle oval.Poem, and may not ime: 
| Rropetly be called a Scholar’s Egg. - | would en- 
avour to hatch it, or, in: more sntelligible. Lan- 
uage, to tranilate it into Englifb, did not,I find the 
:Anterpretation of it very difficult; for the Author, 
feems to haye been more intent upoti the Figure of 
_his Roem, than upon the : i 
ihe aus of yg 5 twelve Verles, ot 
. father Feathers, every, Verte deer ; radually 
in, its’ Meafure pannel to its Sieuatie a iny the 
_Wing.. The Subje& of it asin the. reft of tre 
. Poems which follow) ‘bears fome remote Aiinity 
with the Figure, for it defctibes.a God of Loves 
.-who js always painted ith Wings: * 2. ae) 
cov The Ax methinks would have been agood Fi- 
_guee for 2 Lampoon, had, the Edge .of ,it confifted 
- OF; the mof fatyrical Parts of the Work: hut,as it 
is in the Original, [ take: it ;to bay ohties etpine 
" elfe..but thie Pofy of an Ax which was confecrate 
to Miner'ya, and was-theught to have been the fame 
othat Epews made ufe of: inthe building .of the Tiv- 
: jaw. Horle,; which is a Hint :1 shall leave to the 
cCanfideration of the Criticks. [ama apt to thigk 


_. [B gttater Chearfulnefs that the Pofy was written origitially upon the Ax; 

nd 4, Inthis and one or two following Papers T Shall like thofe which our modern Cutlets inferibe upon 
; fh Mic: ott the Hiftory of falfe Wit, and diftinguith ° their Keives; and that thtrefore the‘Poly ftill re- 

Vi ithe feveral, Kinds of it asthey have prevailed in mains in its ancient Shape, though the. Ax.it {elf is 
OH ‘diferent Aves of the World. This: I think the? Iof 2\" =. i Ne 

CH more micefiry at prefent, becaufe I obferved there _ The Shephard’s 'Pipe.may ‘be {aid to be full of 


agrs’Atcempts on foot 2% Winter to revive fome of 
os 


“Mufick; ‘for it is Compofed & ninz different Kinds 
ebstea kee % or 





Of Yerles, that by, ther fevcral Lengths refemble 
‘the Der Siopeat heh mufical icomaent, which 
is likewife the Subje€tof the Poem. 

The Altar is inicribed with the Epitaph of Tro’- 
lus the Sonef Heeuba ; which,tby the Way, goalees, 
me beliéve, *that thefefalfe- Pieces of Wit areqnucl , 
more ancieiit thah thé Authors to/Whom tly are 

enetalfy dferibed sat leaft 1 wilt never be “per- 
waded, that fo fine a Writer as Theocritus could 
have been the Author of any fuch fimple Works. 

It was impoffible for a Manto tucceed in thefe 
Berformances that was not 2 kind of Painter, or 
at Heaft’a Defigner: He was firlt of all to draw ~ 
the Ont-line of the Subje&t which he intended to 
write upon, and afterwards conform the Defcription 
to the Figure of his Subject. ‘The Poetry was te, 
contract or dilate itfelf according to the Mould in 
which it was caft. In a Word, he Verfes were to 
be. cramped. or extended to the Dimenfions of the 
Frame hee was prepared for them; and to under- 
go the Fate of thofe Perfons whom the Tyrant Pro- 


cruftes ufed to lodge in his Iron Bed ;, if they were ., © 


too fhort he ftretched them on a Rack, and if they 
were too long chopped off a Pam of their Legs, till 
they. fitted the Couch whith he had prepared 
for them. ; 

Mr. Dryden hints at this obfolete kind of Wit in 
one of the following Verfes; which an Englifs Rea- 
der canpot underftand, who docs not know that 
theré art thofe little Poems abovementioned in th 
Shape of Wings and Altars. 


» ow 


aie Churfe for thy Command 
Sout ‘peaceful Province in Acroftick Land ; 

There may ft thon Wings difplay and Altars raife, 
‘And torture one poor Word « thoufand Ways. 


- ’ This Fafhion of falfe Wit was revived by feveral 

Poets of the laft Age, and in particular may be met 
‘ en Mr. Herbert's Poems ; and if 1 am not 
- mifttken, in the Tranflation of Dx Barts. I do not 


remember any other Kind of Work among the Mo- ° 


derns-which more refembles the Performances [have 
~meritioned, than that famous Picture of King Charles 
tive Firft} which has the whole Book of P/alms writ- 
“ten in the Lines of the Face and the Hair of the Head. 
* When f was laft at Oxford 1 perufed one. of the 
Whitkers ; and was reading the other, but could 
‘not goo far’in it as 1 would have done, by reafon 
- of the Inmipatience of my Friends and Fellow-Travel- 
“Jers; whe‘ ail of them preffed to fee fuch a Piece of 
-Catiofity. “Ihave fince heard, that there is now 
an eminent Writing-Matter in Town, -who has tran- 
“feribed all: the Old Téftament in a full-bottom’d Per- 
‘ iwig sand if ‘the Fafhion fhould intreduce the 
othick Kind of Wigs which were in Vogue fome 
féw Years ago, he promhifes to add two or three fu- 
‘pérnumerary Locke: that*dhall contain all the Ape- 
erypha.” He defigned® this ‘Wig originally for Kin 
William, having difpofed of the two Books of Kings 
- in the two Forks f the Foretop; but that glorious 
- Monarclt-dying before the Wig was finifhed, there 
‘isa’ Space left in it forthe Face of arty-one. that 
_ has a mind to purchafe .ic. 
But to return to our ancient Poems in Piétute, I 
~would humbly propofe, for the Benefit of our mo- 
'-dern Smatterers in Poetry, that they would imitate 
°their Brethren among the Ancients in thofe ingenious 
*Devices.. I have contmuhicated this ‘Thought to’a 


’ 


* Leicelter. Fields, the white Pofis‘on the Welt Side of the Squat 
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young Poetical Lover of my Acquaintance, who iy 
tends to prefent his Miftrefs with a Copy of Vere 
made in the Shape of her Fan ; and if he tells m 
true, has already finifhed the three firlt Sticks of jt 




















h wife.promifed me to get the. Meafure of 
ate 3’&. grape in with a Defidn to 
make d Fife irfth¢ Fafhion of a Rifg which thal 
éxadtly feit. If is foVery ob ‘to geupona 

ood Lint, that J do not queftion but my ingenica 







eadets will apply what I have faid to many othe 
Particulars ; and that we fhall fee the Town filled 
ina verg little ‘Time with Poetical Tippets, Hand. 
kerthtefs; Snuff Boxes, and the like penile Om 
ments. I fhall therefore conclude with a Word of 
Advice to thofe admirable Englif Authors wig 
cal} thiesinfelvss Pindarici} Writers, that they would 
apply themielves to this Kind of Wit without 
Lofs of Time, as being providgd better than any 
other. Beets with Verfes_of all Sizes aad Dimep 


fions. 













ERRATA. 
In ‘Number L¥’. Co’. 1. Line 18. for Hunce read 
Hunc. In Nemier LVI. Col. 2. Line 5. for tra& 
read track. In Number _LVII, Col. 2, Ling ss. dele 
I meanthofe of ordinary Women. 


At the Defire of feveral Ladies of 


Quality 
By ‘Her Majefty’s Gompany of Go iam 










| AT .the Theatre: Royal: 
ths. prefent Mcnday, being shes 
icntca, a Comedy calf'd trhe Cofttn 
The Pare of Teague by Mr! Blic 
Mills, Me... Day Mr. Resiketbagy, 
Johnf'n, Bookleller Me. Nor 
Forte? Ané to. Morrow: bein Us prefer 
— King r ditt ult terest Se tO 7 
orthe btnefe of: Mr, Bullock, “Oo nan ogre glacey Boa 
This Flay is fold b Taifn; ve “Shakes 6 Head 
againt C& treet iit boa 3, ogee a 
Mat: PéoRechdvan’s: Wonderfal Invéthion, c 
Pantheon : Org the Denkphe if ‘tlt Heathen. pods. |The Work | 
veral Years reat Bxpcnce, is.now perfeded's being a mokig. 
peisieg ind jficeh: Machine, confifting of 5 feveral curiow! 
iGutes; thé Painting and Conerivance whereof is beyond Expach, 
0a Admable. The Kigures, which are’ above 100, and move city 
HiadspLegs, om oe Fingers, fo exa@ly to what, they 
and fétting one Foor before “another, like ‘fiving Creatures, thar 
joBlly def: mes to be efteem'd the greatet Wondérof the Age.-‘ 
feen fram totin the Morning till 19 a4 Nighs, if the Linle Pieg 
Cevent Garden, inthe fame Houfe where Punch’s Opega is, Price ys 
6d rs. and the loweft 6 d: a - ¢4¥8 
The late Mr. Thomas Brown’s Pictures (being# 
curious out fpali Golle&ion of the mojt-eminentMatters) will be 
by Audion on Thurfday the soth iehent Fe Je, will begin at 1 
ClocR in the Forenoon, at the late Monfitdt “Lyoncrown’s Houle 

















. The Pi@ures are to be feen this Day, To-morrow, ‘and Wedneldsj, 
_ Lefore the Sate, and Caralogues had Gratis. Teer is likewilea 
Parcel of exceftent Prints and Drawings of the moft eminénc Mae 
fiers, with 6 large Pieces of Tapeftry-Hangings belonging mite 
fame Perfon. The Houle isto be Lets, with a Stable for 7 Horks, 


and 2 Coach-ho' fes. Ae 3 
At the Défire of feveral Perfons of Quali , 
artd Whité. 


Forsthe Benefit of Mr.Cuthbert, Lovelace 
At Stationcr’s-Hall. near Ludgate, on Wednefday the sth of Maj, 
- will be a Confore of Vocalland Inftrumerital Mufick by the bet Per 
formers; particularly, fcveral fele& Entertainments of the fellowidg 
(Englith) Operas, viz. The Indian Queen, Ring Arthur, the Baly 
Queen, and Dioclefian, the Mafque in Timon of Athens, the Pi- 
ftoral in the Libertine , with feveral Songs out of the St. Caceliss 
Mufick : All fd by that great Mafter the late Mr. Henry Pa. 
cell. Tickets are deliver’d at Garraway’s and Robin's in veny 
Ally, Will’s and-Ba:fon’s in Cornhill, Sam's in Ludgate-ftreet, &; 
James's and Smyrpa Coffee-houles at St. James's, and at the Hall, & 
$8. per Ticket. Beginning at 6 aClock. » oe : 
Coniewplations Moral and Divine: By Sir Met 
thew Hale, Knight, late Lord Chief Jofticé of England, 8 
Seihans on feveral Occations > By @eo. Stamhope, D. D. and Des 
of Canterbury. Both printed for D. Midwinter at the 3‘Crowosis' 
‘St. Paul’s Church-yard. a 


a 





£0: 
as‘alfoby Chayles Lilke, Perfumer, 
the Strarids 


N D0 N: Printed for Sam. Buekley, at the Dolphin in LiteleBritam, a 
Sold by 4: Baldwin in Warwick-Lane, where Advertifements are taken in; 


and 


at the Corner of Beanford- tt 



















































































